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Youth access fresh, running
water in their community
in the Solomon Islands

Credit: Baptist World
Aid Australia / Transform
Aid International.
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Tarsini uses her new
entrepreneurship skills

to empower other women
in her community.

Credit: Laz Harfa /
Caritas Australia.
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Church Agencies Network
Disaster Operations

ABOUT US:

The Church Agencies Network
Disaster Operations (CAN DO)

is a consortium of nine Australian
faith-based humanitarian and
development agencies, united

by a shared commitment to
serve communities affected

by disasters and crises.

Formed in 2016, CAN DO harnesses the
collective strength, experience, and faith-

driven values of its members to deliver
coordinated and impactful humanitarian
response, disaster preparedness, and
resilience-building efforts.

Each member agency is fully accredited

by the Australian Government’s Department
of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) and

is a signatory to the Australian Council

for International Development (ACFID)
Code of Conduct - ensuring high

standards of accountability,

effectiveness, and ethical practice.

What sets CAN DO apart is its deep,
long-standing partnerships with grass-roots
churches, local civil society organisations,
and NGOs. This network allows CAN DO

to reach the most vulnerable, respond
quickly, and build lasting resilience in

the face of disaster.

Together, we are stronger -
and together, we serve.
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CASE STUDY:

Mereani takes the lead in safeguarding
her community from disasters

When Tropical Cyclone Mal struck Fiji in November 2023, residents of
Nacavanadi village in Cakaudrove were safely sheltered, thanks to the
leadership of Mereani and the village’s Disaster Response Committee.

“When we heard the cyclone warning The program has empowered her and . IMAGE:

on the radio, we knew straight away what 30 other women to take on leadership . Mereaniis taking
to do,” said Mereani. “We activated the roles in disaster preparedness. . the lead in inclusive
emergency plan, and the villagers are also . disaster preparedness
familiar with what to do because this was “The Women Leadership program . Zhit,/ejve no one
part of what we learnt from the Community has empowered us to have . openna

Based Disaster Risk Management a voice,” Mereani said. “It has . Credit: ADRA Fiji
(CBDRM) training. also taught us that we have

Mereani played a central role in evacuating an important role to play in our

vulnerable community members, securing community to ensure safety

property, and raising awareness 24 hours for our loved ones.”

before the cyclone hit. Her leadership

highlights the vital role of women in Beyond her committee duties, Mereani

disaster management, particularly in rural . . )
9 P y leads disaster awareness sessions during

Fiji, where traditional hierarchies can limit village meetings and visits nearby

women’s involvement in decision-making. . .
9 communities to train other women.

Through the Women Leadership program
by CAN DO under the Australian
Humanitarian Partnership’s Disaster
READY initiative, Mereani has helped
foster collaboration between men and

Program Coordinator Timaleti Ratu praised
Mereani’s dedication: “Her story serves

as a shining example of the positive
changes that can occur when women

are empowered to take on leadership
women in her community. responsibilities.”

CAN DO Impact Brief 2023-2024 05



06

CASE STUDY:

We won'’t forget people

like you, Madeline

In the aftermath of Tropical Cyclones Judy and Kevin, devastation
swept through communities in Vanuatu, including Port Vila.

Among those hit the hardest was Madeline, a resilient woman

with a story that reflects the strength of so many in her community.

Madeline’s home was already weakened
by Tropical Cyclone Pam. When Tropical
Cyclones Judy and Kevin struck, the
structure collapsed completely. Recently
widowed and supporting extended family,
she found herself without a home - and
without options.

Now paying rent for temporary shelter,
Madeline faces both emotional and
financial strain. Yet she remains determined.
“Madeline set to tidying all the timbers to
underneath some she-oak trees at the front
of the property, with the assistance of her
family who were still nearby,” reported
Peter Bryant from the Churches of Christ
Conference Vanuatu (CCCV).

Still, Madeline dreams of rebuilding -

a smaller home, piece by piece. To help
her begin again, CAN DO and Global
Mission Partner’s partner, CCCV, provided
a heavy-duty tarpaulin for protection
during construction, along with a cash
allowance and a gardening kit to

support her daily needs.
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“Thank you for your heart in
coming and not forgetting me,”
Madeline told Peter.

Her words echo the gratitude of thousands
helped through the coordinated CAN DO
response.

Across Vanuatu, CAN DO partners
provided food and gardening supplies to
over 5,300 people in TORBA, PENAMA,
and TAFEA provinces. In Port Vila, 5 church
facilities served as evacuation centres, and
over 250 people received food. Locally
procured food and essential items - 974

in total - supported the urgent needs of
families like Madeline’s.

Beyond immediate relief, the response
strengthened community resilience.
Integrated initiatives improved water access,
supported women, and embedded gender
protection training across affected regions.

Madeline’s journey is just one story. But
through her strength, and the support of
those who stood by her, hope is being
rebuilt across Vanuatu, one home, one
seedling, one act of kindness at a time.

IMAGE TOP LEFT:

Adventist Development
and Relief Agency
(ADRA) Vanuatu
assessing cyclone
damage.

Credit: ADRA Vanuatu

IMAGE TOP RIGHT:

Cyclone damage
in Vanuatu.

Credit: Global
Mission Partners

IMAGE RIGHT:

Peter Bryant met
Madeline while visiting
church members in
Port Vila who required
emergency support
after Tropical Cyclones
Judy and Kevin.

Credit: Churches
of Christ Conference
Vanuatu.



CASE STUDY:

Informed, included, immunised:
strengthening vaccine access

in rural Laos

In the remote provinces of Khammuane and Savannakhet

in Laos, where vaccine access and health communication are
often limited, a powerful partnership between CAN DO, Caritas
Australia’s partner, Catholic Relief Services Laos, Oxfam, local
health and disability associations, and local authorities helped

advance the COVID-19 vaccine rollout.

From November 2022 to December
2023, this initiative directly reached
over 400,000 people, prioritising
disadvantaged and hard-to-reach
communities.

Through culturally adapted radio
broadcasts and social media campaigns,
which reached over 1.9 million people,
village outreach, and hands-on training
for 880 frontline health workers, the
program tackled misinformation, boosted
vaccine confidence, and delivered critical
health messages in local languages.

Digital infrastructure in 124 rural health
centers was also upgraded to improve
data and service delivery. The project
not only expanded COVID-19 and
routine immunization coverage in 210
remote villages but also built lasting
systems and trust—laying the foundation
for future public health efforts.

IMAGE ABOVE:

A mother holds her baby

during a vaccination session
provided through an integrated
mobile outreach clinic in rural Laos.

Credit: Catholic Relief Services Laos

IMAGE BELOW:

With support from CRS, mobile
vaccination clinics are improving
access to COVID-19 and routine
immunisations for youth in
underserved areas of Laos.

Credit: Catholic Relief Services Laos

LAOS COVID-19
VACCINE REACH:
(NOV 2022 - DEC 2023)

ip 407,525

people vaccinated

reached people via
radio and social media

@ 1,954,064

210

remote villages reached
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Q risk communication

materials developed

16
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connected to national
digital systems
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IMAGE:

Aasha has access

to clean water thanks
to improved WASH
facilities.

Credit: Baptist World
Aid Australia / Transform
Aid International
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