
CASE STUDY: 

We won’t forget people  
like you, Madeline 

In the aftermath of Tropical Cyclones Judy and Kevin, devastation 
swept through communities in Vanuatu, including Port Vila.  
Among those hit the hardest was Madeline, a resilient woman  
with a story that reflects the strength of so many in her community.

Madeline’s home was already weakened 
by Tropical Cyclone Pam. When Tropical 
Cyclones Judy and Kevin struck, the 
structure collapsed completely. Recently 
widowed and supporting extended family, 
she found herself without a home – and 
without options.

Now paying rent for temporary shelter, 
Madeline faces both emotional and 
financial strain. Yet she remains determined. 

“Madeline set to tidying all the timbers to 
underneath some she-oak trees at the front 
of the property, with the assistance of her 
family who were still nearby,” reported 
Peter Bryant from the Churches of Christ 
Conference Vanuatu (CCCV). 

Still, Madeline dreams of rebuilding –  
a smaller home, piece by piece. To help  
her begin again, CAN DO and Global 
Mission Partner’s partner, CCCV, provided  
a heavy-duty tarpaulin for protection 
during construction, along with a cash 
allowance and a gardening kit to  
support her daily needs.

“Thank you for your heart in 
coming and not forgetting me,” 
Madeline told Peter. 

Her words echo the gratitude of thousands 
helped through the coordinated CAN DO 
response.

Across Vanuatu, CAN DO partners 
provided food and gardening supplies to 
over 5,300 people in TORBA, PENAMA, 
and TAFEA provinces. In Port Vila, 5 church 
facilities served as evacuation centres, and 
over 250 people received food. Locally 
procured food and essential items – 974 
in total – supported the urgent needs of 
families like Madeline’s.

Beyond immediate relief, the response 
strengthened community resilience. 
Integrated initiatives improved water access, 
supported women, and embedded gender 
protection training across affected regions. 

Madeline’s journey is just one story. But 
through her strength, and the support of 
those who stood by her, hope is being 
rebuilt across Vanuatu, one home, one 
seedling, one act of kindness at a time.
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Peter Bryant met 
Madeline while visiting 
church members in 
Port Vila who required 
emergency support 
after Tropical Cyclones 
Judy and Kevin. 
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