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75 Years of the 1951 Refugee Convention: Reaffirming CAN DO’s commitment to 
inclusion and support 

“‘My faith teaches that compassion, mercy, love and hospitality are for everyone: the 
native born and the foreign born, the member of my community and the newcomer,’ one 
of the affirmations in Welcoming the Stranger: Affirmations for Faith Leaders, resonates 
deeply with me as a former refugee,” says Fernando Pires, Caritas Australia’s Country 
Representative in Timor-Leste. 

“I know the difficulties of having to leave home and rebuild a life in uncertainty. But I 
also know the hope that comes from an accepting and supportive community. This 
experience continues to guide my humanitarian work towards a future where everyone 
can live in peace and dignity,” he adds. 

Developed following the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees’ 2012 
Dialogue on Faith and Protection, the declaration aligns with the aims of the 1951 
Refugee Convention. 

As the international community marks the 75th anniversary of the Convention, the 
Church Agencies Network Disaster Operations (CAN DO) reaffirms the importance of 
reaching and supporting people who have been forced to flee their homes. 

Guided by these values, churches and faith-based organisations help create 
communities where all refugees, regardless of background or belief, are treated with 
dignity, included in community life and supported to rebuild their lives in safety. 

“The work does not stop,” says Chey Mattner, CAN DO Director. “Across our 
humanitarian efforts is a commitment to ensuring that people facing heightened risks 
are not left behind but are included and supported according to their specific needs. 
Our local partners and the churches in our network, which form part of communities 
facing these challenges, are key.” 

CAN DO is a consortium of nine church-based humanitarian organisations supporting 
disaster preparedness activities and humanitarian responses globally, with the support 
of the Australian Government through the Australian Humanitarian Partnership. 

To learn more about CAN DO and its global humanitarian initiatives, visit: www.cando.org.au 
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