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The Church Agencies Network Disaster Operations (CAN DO) is a consortium of
nine Australian aid agencies formed to better coordinate and strengthen their global humanitarian
disaster response, risk reduction and resilience building work.

CAN DO drives community preparedness by combining trusted faith-based influence with
improved access to critical infrastructure, resulting in practical readiness and sustained change
in community knowledge, skills and behaviours.

e Churches and their leaders, supported by CAN DO, are uniquely positioned to engage
communities in preparedness

e CAN DO supports church leaders and communities by applying a theological lens to disaster
preparedness to incentivise action

e CAN DO leverages the unique role of church infrastructure to encourage inclusive approaches
to evacuation centre planning and management

“CAN DO projects change the way we think on how we should take
preparedness as an important part of our everyday living... Followed by the
‘ ‘ training we understood the importance of preparedness.”

— Local partner, Pacific

CAN DO delivers fast, connected support - including in hard-to-reach areas - through
permanently embedded church networks that enable immediate activation and long-term
engagement

¢ Communities receive support that is timely because churches are embedded in communities,
reducing delays in response

e CAN DO responses combine speed with scalability, with resources and volunteers that can be
activated rapidly

e Broad networks and trust within communities enables CAN DO to support hard-to reach
populations, including in insecure areas

e Sustained presence contributes to connected responses, allowing continuous engagement
from preparedness to recovery

“Whenever we have a disaster, we can respond in forty-eight hours because of

our relationships, specifically in remote and hard to reach areas where others are
‘ ‘ limited, and where the government and others

can’t reach.”

— Local partner, Philippines
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' CAN DO achieves deeper community trust and uptake by aligning humanitarian action with
\/ local beliefs, traditions and social systems

¢ CAN DO’s model is grounded in culturally and contextually relevant approaches that respect
and uphold community preferences and priorities

¢ CAN DO'’s interventions are based on trust and faith, contributing to lasting behaviour
change

“We work with church leaders who have big influence in communities so when
we organise activities, it is easy to bring community together to participate in
‘ ‘ our activities and there is good participation.”

— Local partner, Timor-Leste

.: CAN DO maximises impact by coordinating across faith and non-faith actors, mobilising global
=~ resources to strengthen locally led responses

« A networked approach to faith-based preparedness and response enables CAN DO to pool
and leverage skills, bringing global resources to locally led responses

¢ Combining varied denominations and organisations creates a harmonised mechanism,
fostering collaboration over competition

e The consortium approach integrates churches into critical disaster management
coordination mechanisms

e CAN DO has enabled localised faith-based coordination and created appetite for its
expansion

“We are able to reach areas where others may not be able to ... if we want
‘ ‘ things done, then it should go through CAN DO as we have that coverage, we
have long arms and legs.”

— Local partner, Papua New Guinea
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Prepared by the Humanitarian Advisory Group and commissioned by CAN DO through the
Australian Humanitarian Partnership. Find the full report here.

This publication has been funded by the Australian Government through the Department of
Foreign Affairs and Trade. The views expressed in this publication are the authors’ alone and are
not necessarily the views of the Australian Government.
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